HOME INFATU ATION welcome to outdoor living

Home Infatuation Teaches You How To
ALIi ve Beautifull yeOutdoor

Home Infatuation has transformed the way homeowners look at the outdoors.

On the cusp of the latest trends in outdoor lifestyle, we make designing your
outdoor space enjoyable and fun.

Our goal is to provide you with answers, alternatives, and inspiration to fuel your imagination,
soyou can dream, design and live an outdoor lifestyle that is unmistakably you.

www. Homelnfatuation.com
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We encourage you to share any or all of olooek with your readers and friends.

We ask that you respect the amount of time and effort it has taken to research, interview
andwrite the content and always credit Homelnfatuation.com as the being the source.

Fora complete ook download you can direct your readers
to: http:/Mww.homeinfatuation.com

Designedby ErikaBenham
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Our Mission T From Nesting to Connecting

Spending time with friends or family in the backyard on a cool summer evening with a warm

fire and dinner sizzling on the grill is what the new outdoor room is all about. The outdoors
has become the new living and dining roocmglaces to entertain or create a shady sanctuary.

There is no limit to what you can achieve in your backyard...

Outdoor rooms can add livable square footage without the trouble of knocking down walls.
As people turn their decks, yards and patios into inviting outdoor living spaces, the menu of
groundbreaking outdoor furnishings continues to thrive.

Home Infatuation is dedicated to providing both the consumer and the interior designer

the tools they need to create beautiful and well planned outdoor space. Our collection

of articles produces both tips and advice from the pros on how to create your vision and
transform your outdoor space with the right furnishings.
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Transform Your Home-
Designers Tell You How




Wor ki ng with a designer doesnof

Design professionals can dmamdf dromiyyeswpr rh o

Designers can personalize your environment, offering ways to give the space that speufia kind
look. They can also save you time and money by directing you to the right contractors and helping you
select from the myriad of choices available.

Design professionals have their own approach wl
process. Be prepared to discuss what you envision for the project, your budget range, and how you want
space will be used.

AThi nk of the process aSaradBatharcResighn shgs ASAagalhe Ba
and designer need to get to know e ac IMosbimporeantly, t o

you must feel comfortable with your designer. g
Il nto words, 0 says Barnard. nSo developing a che
about their |ifestyl e, from cooking habits to w
day, how much time they spend at work and home,

The designer will then come to your home for a walough. You can see how well the two of you
communicate and consider the designer's ideas for your home. Once you decide on a designer, it's wise t
sign a contract that clearly states the services and fees.

(continue
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New York Designer Kati Curtis says,
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Kati Curtis ofNirmada Interior Architecture and Design

New York City works with clients with limited time and a
younger urban vibe. iSpace is
ONp. t.i MiEszi_ngg! *ity ~ a rkds *maslc! ¥n.gs =i 1530

a premium so the goal i s abou
it

Curtis designs a lot of outdoor spaces which can expand a

cramped studio, increase square footage and integrate as part

of the overall l'iving area. ALI
people are working remotely, 0 s
are looking for a Zetfike environment that provides a

sanctuary from a busy lifestyle or a space that allows them to

wor k at home. O

tic and
|l i ent

priori:

(@)

Curtis notes that the designer
good interior designer can offer their insight on room
arrangements, color schemes and furnishings and show how to
add value to the space. Being able to see the big picture at the
onset will help the client get to know how the designer works
and instild]l confidence. 0

Curtis notes that it is important to earn their trust and serve as

their advocat e. nlf a client is on a |imited budget, | show
how to make smart purchases. It is important to demonstrate

flexibility andowo adbagtetstyhe. alientds

(continuedé¢)
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Creating a Lifestyle with Solution-Driven
Furnishings and Accessories

MelissaGalt of Melissa Galt Interiorén Atlanta makes sure
her clients know that todayos hi gh quality furnishings can
used indoors and out. AArtwork, rmunnec AT Qo As axLo.r Yyt hing
outdoorworthy and can impact how a homeowner envisions / —_— *‘ﬂ

= G

the space, 0 says Galt. AAnot her 2Nt e mpor a
design, which can simplify the

Wedre creating a |ifestyle for : i ng is
i mportant, 06 says Mar yTheBet h Hagg! ‘I gl

Drawing Room Interior Desighased in Byfield, Y ] ' -
Massachusetts. fAMy clients r an g}l A A - s Y
executives who are looking for comfort and peace in their LA ™ : - ==

space, where t hey tnrior désirets away )

wear many hatsthey help you make design decisions for '

your home, purchase furniture, manage laacgle remodels

or serve as a consultant. Not surprisingly, they should be able

to provide solutions for any ch o]
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Working With a Designer i
What You Should Expect
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Do you have a relationship with your designer?
Here are some tips:

Explore why you want to hire a designer and understand their role.

Professional designers can help you provide solutions whether you have a lack of storage or an outdoor space that needs a
design. They offer the best resources when it comes to

These pros are well connected, working with top contractors, carpenters, painters, stagers and landscapers and h&ave the cl
ensure fair prices and top quality. And they provide convenience, saving you shopping time and offering on site access. Mos
importantly they serve as your advocate when it comes to how you maximize your budget and to see that every phase is
completed to your satisfaction.

Conduct Thorough Research

Learn what it takes to work with a designer and what information you will need before you meet with this professional face tc
face. Get referrals and ask for recommendations from friends who have used one. Many designers now offer advice for a fe
the Internet, which is a great resource to serve as an online meeting spot for homeowners and designers.

(continue



More Designer Tips

Start the Process

You may be looking for a way to firieine a room and reinvent what you have. Or you may dream of gdlaeiling

makeover. Whatever the project, the designer will begin specifying the materials, finishes, and furnishings such as

TR NG, 0 RPSTEAL Hee i [ gl SR nig ) flooring, wal | covering, and artw
submit drawings for approval.

Do Your Homework

Your designer won't be able to create the perfect space for you unless you're able to communicate just what you want. Tea
out pictures of rooms, furniture, colors and fabrics that you like from magazines. Pore throughidomks. The more
you share, the easier the communication process will be.

Show the Fashionable You
Let your designer take a look into your closet. Design follows fashion, and your personal taste is translatable

Be Descriptive About Your Lifestyle

What do you do in your free time? Do you have pets or kids? Are you a chef or throw frozen dinners in the microwave?
How do you define family time? Do you use the outdoors as a personal space or a way to entertain family or friends? Be
able to explain to your designer the style you want, the colors you like, and the activities that will take place in.the home
The more specific your dialogue the easier the process will be.

(continued:¢



More Designer Tips

Be Up Front About Your Budget

Be frank from the beginning. Speak wup i f you dondét understand or
l' i ke something or canét afford it. I 1 mi ni mi ze your fees an
make the communications process simpler.

Know the Secrets

Try to |l earn as much fAinsidero infor
did you know that many designers suggest you reserve a percentage

of your budget for onef-kind accessories that makes your space

your own? Or that you can refresh an outdoor space by replacing

unimpressive pieces with something fresh and unique such as wall

art or an elegant lamp? A designer you relate to will offer lots of

moneysaving tips and tricks.

For examp

Understand All of Your Options

In a slowing economy you may not be able to pay for a complete
makeover. Check out options such as having your home designed in
phases. Or maybe you just need a-dag consult.

Work With a Stager

A popular way to redesign is through a stager, who can offer
suggestions for working with what you already own by refreshing
your look, rearranging furniture, positioning small areas, porches,
alcoves, patios and sunrooms as prime living space and adding
investment pieces to create a sense of luxury.

1174



How to Work with a
Landscape Professional




Landscape Pros Weigh In

With the growing demand for a groomed and actiditiven outdoor space comes the need for a team that includes a
|l andscape professional skilled as an exterior designer.
a e h'T teelgats Er I* oL BK'I-mghs ASLA. AAs homeowners spend more t

[
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The American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) recommends that homeowners invest 10 % of their homes value in
landscaping.

King offers tips to homeowners on how to create an outdoor room, from a simple garden/seating area to a space with multi
functions that harmonizes with the look and feel you created inside:

Find a Designer You Trust and Build Your Team

A qualified landscape designer will be your partner and an ally. This professional serves many functions, from helping you
build a team of experts to managing the overall process. The pro you choose should have the ability to blend your ideas wi
his/her experience.

Get Educated
Your project may require a team effort of contractors with different specialties. Understand their multiple roles.
(continue:t
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Homeowners should learn the multiple roles of a
landscape professional and understand the
differences and pros and cons of each:

The landscape architect has a professional education and
develops the overall exterior design.

The landscape designer has not passed the same level of
certification and typically charges less for services.
The design/build professional creates the conceptual design

that reflects the homeowner sé pes
installs the plan.

A landscape contractor does not design but installs the plan as
accurately as possible.

The key is having a professional group with the experience . AG
and vision to create a space t

I f you dondét trust the designer
budget, you have the wrong designer.

(continuedé)
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When Working With a Landscape Professional,
Budget & Planning Go Hand-in-Hand

Establish a Longterm Budget

This is the tough part. Understand the costs and determine
what you will spend over the life of the home. Realize that you
CiO) [HOMESNIT axViE] ST a0t gcie Sanh=c s Sui'h "ol
landscape professional designs for the future, and knows how :
to phase things in as the needs for your outdoor space evolves.
Your budget should reflect this process of rrhestenow to
addit-later.

Get Your Master Plan on Paper

Your exterior designer should create a diagram showing how

your space will look in stages and include all features which

wi || reflect your homebs archit g
specified budget. The planbés ul't
between your indoor and outdoor style while ensuring that all
construction meets code requirements.

Let Your Outdoor Room Grow

Donét worry i f time and budget prevent you from creating th
outdoor room of your dreams overnight. Add to it every year
an especially good idea since youbol |l devel op new ideas abou

how you want to use the space, new products will become
available and your tastes may change.
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Design/Build Experts:
It Takes a Village




A Successful Remodeling Project Takes a Village

A successful remodeling project represents a substantial investment of money, time, energy and emotion, says Rick
Goldstein, ceowner ofMosaic Group Architects and Remodejeaidull-service desigibuild firm in Atlanta.

Design/build experts- with teams comprised of architect, interior/exterior designer and contraatrerleading the way as
the outdoor space evolves into an outdoor living room.

AfDesi gn/ Bui I-servide remodslersahatante@ratd the entire spectrum of a construction project under one roof,
featuring architects, estimators, project managers and assistants, interior and exterior designers, craftspeople, iagd remode
consultants, 0 says Goldstein.

Goldstein answers questions about how the design/build approach works:

On a limited budget, are people remodeling their homes?

Homeowners are more focused on their outdoor living areas more than ever, as they search to integrate their landscapes i
cohesive outdoor space. A specialized design team is appealing to consumers looking for experts who understand how to

maximize value and create an aesthetically appealing design. With limited budgets homeowners are buying in stages, and
professional they hire should be able to work in those parameters.

(continue:t
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